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nMarket

Strong winter, strong demand. Strong business? 
The autumn of 2009 was characterised by cautious behaviour on all trade levels.  

The current and future demands were expected to be on a very low level. Despite these 

assumptions, the winter 2009/2010 in Europe has shown once again that expectations 

can change within a few weeks.

Snow that had fallen on a non frozen 
soil, and covered many parts of 
North and Central Europe for almost 
three months, unfortunately created 
ideal conditions for snow mould 
(Microdochium nivale). 
This has caused severe winter 
damage in grass stands that led to a 
spring with unusually high demands, 
especially in the forage grasses. 
Grass seed companies had, and still 
have, a challenging time to deliver 
orders to their customers on time at 
short notice. Consequently, a high 
demand for the supply of certain 
seeds is now expected for 2010.  
Based on this, we recommend our 
customers pay attention to the follow-
ing points: 

•	� Specialities vs. commodities: 
Supply of products with good rec-
ommendations will be tighter than 
commodity products which have to 
be competitive with international 
market prices. 

•	� Keeping the balance: The spring 
campaign has shown again that 
a certain level of stock is neces-
sary in order not to miss business 
opportunities! Ensuring the right 
stock level in the mid term ensures 
maximum focus on sales.

•	 �Choosing the right partner: 
Business becomes easier with a 
business partner who has the full 
seed portfolio, acts reliably towards 
his customers and does the utmost 
in times of high logistical pressure.

The actual markets show that our 
industry must always be prepared 
to expect the unexpected, which  
leads to the two big sayings of the 
grass seed world:
a) the business is never boring
b) it is almost impossible to come
to a status that is fully satisfying 
(either the prices are unsatis- 
fying or there is not enough seed)

Dr. Axel Kaske 
axel.kaske@eurograss.com
Mobil +49 (0)151 14 92 48 95
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Sustainability of Natural Turf Grass

With the Copenhagen climate summit, and climate changes throughout the world in mind,  

sustainability seems more important than ever.

The photosynthesis in natural turf 
grasses is an important contribution to 
sustainability. Without photosynthesis in 
green plants there would be no oxygen 
on earth. Photosynthesis formula: 

6 H2O + 6 CO2 + light in combination 
with chlorophyll → 6 O2 + C6H12O6

6 water molecules + 6 carbon dioxide 
molecules → 6 oxygen molecules +  
1 glucose molecule

Despite Europe having experienced real 
winter conditions this previous winter*, 
it seems that in fact the growing season 
for turf grasses has been extended; 
benefiting sports field managers as well 
as garden owners. 

A yearly average estimation of “hours 
of use” of a sports field will vary from 
country to country. With a longer period 
of photosynthesis (shorter and milder 
winters) the estimated figures for usage 
of natural turf grass lawns will increase, 
especially in late autumn and early 
spring where we need growth the most. 

Euro Grass has bred excellent sports 
types and winter wear varieties such as 
Lolium perenne: VESUVIUS and EURO-
DIAMOND, Poa pratensis: LIMOUSINE 
and LINARES. The Euro Grass sports 
mixtures, 410, 420 and 450 contain big 
percentages of the mentioned wear 
tolerant varieties. Consequently these 
mixtures are very suitable for facing 
challenges from the environment and 
meeting the expectations of sports field 
managers and lawn owners.
. 
Euro Grass professional turf mixtures, 
whether for sports or ordinary garden 
use, can further enhance the many ben-
efits of natural grass:
Natural lawns look great. They are nice 

and green and healthy.
In hot periods, natural grass will have 
a cooling effect on the local environ-
ment.Natural lawns also serve as dust 
absorbers.
Natural grass has the ability to absorb 
and also retain water, which is advanta-
geous with heavier and frequent rainfall.

A natural lawn assimilates a lot of carbon 
dioxide. Caring for this resource and 
taking the environment into considera-
tion, the maintenance of the lawn should 
be as “gentle” as possible in order to 
minimize green house gas emissions. 
Reduce fertilizer application as much 
as possible without compromising lawn 
quality; a recommended approach is to 
apply fertilizers frequently, but in small 
doses per application. Lawns should, 
when ever possible, be mowed with a 
“man powered” lawn mower or with an 
automatic (robot) lawn mower powered 
by renewable energy/electricity. In com-
bination with the right grasses the new 
automatic lawn mowers are doing an 
excellent job.

Bjarne Frølund
bjarne.frolund@eurograss.com
Mobil +49 (0)151 12 78 36 88

VESUVIUS, EURODIAMOND, LIMOUSINE and LINARES are all very well adapted 
to automatic lawn mowing.   

Our professional sports mixtures are 
rated between “very” to “extremely” wear 
tolerant, and are designed for tough 
sports conditions. In addition, “Sport” has 
a very nice appearance and is therefore 
also suitable for ordinary lawns without 
too much shade.

*Yes, we have to admit that some natural lawns have suffered from the previous winter, but those damages were easily repaired by using one of our renovation mixtures.
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Breeding in Progress: Better performance with 
tetraploid varieties 

Euro Grass breeding has made a huge achievement which was not thought possible  

20 years ago. EGB’s newest tetraploid varieties perform better than the average of the 

diploid varieties on the Western European recommended lists.  

Since the introduction, tetraploid Lolium 
perenne varieties suffered repeated 
image problems. Some of the rumours 
about Lolium perenne 4n were, and still 

are, very persistent: Bad winter hardi-
ness, bad persistency, short lifespan, 
etc. The major advantages of tetraploid 
varieties are widely recognized: 
Palatability, vigour, rust resistances.
Meanwhile, breeders have made great 
progress. This is illustrated by the 
recommended lists where we have seen 
in recent years that 2n and 4n differ-
ences became smaller and smaller. For 
instance: In the 2000 BSA list, only 4 
tetraploid varieties had an M (Moor = 
Peat soil suitable, which means capable 
of handling extra difficult circumstanc-
es). In the 2009 edition of the BSA list, 
20 tetraploid Lolium perenne varieties 
have obtained an M. This is a clear sign 
that the persistency and winter hardi-
ness of the tetraploid varieties is grow-
ing. A practical example is the new Euro 
Grass variety RIVALDO (late). It scores 
among the best in persistency (7 = high) 
and is also the only variety in this ripen-
ing group that combines an M with a 3 
(low susceptibility) for Rust.The Dutch 
recommended list reflects similar devel- 

opments. Recently the new  
tetraploid variety MAURIZIO  
(intermediate) was listed. This  
variety has a persistency score
of 8.3 which is higher than the
average of all diploids on the 
Dutch recommended list of 2010.  
Combining this high rate with a 
high rust resistance (8.7) and a 
very high first cut (110) makes  
this variety one of its kind in the 
intermediate segment. Both  
examples illustrate the growing 
importance of tetraploid varieties.  
Combining 2n and 4n Lolium  
perenne in grass mixtures is  
no longer a must. Choosing a  
100 percent tetraploid Lolium 
perenne based grass mixture 
of the right varieties will lead to 
an improved output of your 
grasslands. 

Jeroen Giesen
jeroen.giesen@eurograss.nl 
Mobil +31 654 25 18 31

n Info

New Euro Grass Area Manager for Hungary,  
Romania and Bulgaria
Martin Deubzer joined Euro Grass B.V. in January 2010 and took over the position of  Area Manager for Hungary, 

Romania and Bulgaria. 

Martin Deubzer has a degree in agricul-
ture from the Technical University of Mu-
nich/Weihenstephan. He previously held 
the position of Product Manager in the 

Seeds Department of the Munich based 
cooperative BayWa. He takes over sales 
and production responsibilities for forage 
and turf grasses in the three countries. 

Martin Deubzer has  
two children and lives  
with his family in 
Budapest.

Diploid (left) and tetraploid ryegrass tri-
als at the Euro Grass breeding station in  
Ven-Zelderheide (NL)



Euro Grass B.V., Germany
International Sales Department
Weissenburger Straße 5
59557 Lippstadt
Phone +49 (0)2941 2960 
Fax +49 (0)2941 296 100
www.eurograss.com

Euro Grass B.V., The Netherlands 
Sales and Production 
Zelder 1
6599 EG Ven-Zelderheide
Phone +31 (0)485 550 610
Fax +31 (0)485 515 225
www.eurograss.nl
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Hungary, Romania, Bulgaria

Martin Deubzer

Phone +36 (0)13916151
martin.deubzer@eurograss.com
Mobil +36 (0)306 41 93 30

Wholesale Germany 

Michael Hamann

Phone +49 (0)2941 296 113
michael.hamann@eurograss.com
Mobil +49 (0)171 212 33 09

United Kingdom • Ireland • Canada • USA
Australia • New Zealand • South Africa

Dr. Heino Schaupp

Phone +49 (0)2941 296 307
heino.schaupp@eurograss.com
Mobil +49 (0)171 628 00 36

Russia • Lithuania • Latvia • Estonia  
Ukraine • Belarus • Georgia • Kazakhstan

Waldemar Utte

Phone +49 (0)2941 296 364
waldemar.utte@eurograss.com
Mobil +49 (0)171 629 50 10

Winfried Pütman
Logistics Manager 

Phone +49 (0)2941 296 132
winfried.puetman@eurograss.com
Mobil +49 (0)171 684 77 39

Czech Republic (Forage)
Slovakia (Forage) • Greece • Portugal

Herbert Jenrich

Phone +49 (0)2941 296 367
herbert.jenrich@eurograss.com
Mobil +49 (0)171 212 33 05

France 

Bernard Pinçon

Phone +33 (0)2 40 32 97 64
bernard.pincon@eurograss.com
Mobil +33 (0)686 96 32 66

Denmark • Sweden • Finland 

Henrik Hundahl

Phone +45 96 10 83 24
hh@hunsballe.dk
Mobil +45 40 22 79 11

Austria • Spain • Turkey • Italy • Switzerland
Iran • Asia • South and Middle America •  
North Africa • Serbia • Macedonia • Bosnia-
Herzegovina • Wholesale Netherlands • Norway

Robert Wich

Phone +31 (0)485 550 621
robert.wich@eurograss.com
Mobil +31 (0)650 52 83 43

Poland • Czech Republic (Turf)  
Slovakia (Turf) 

Jerzy Krzyzak

Phone +48 63 244 38 93
jerzy.krzyzak@eurograss.com
Mobil +48 664 920 434

France • Belgium  

Siegfried Schüle

Phone +49 (0)2941 296 365
siegfried.schuele@eurograss.com
Mobil +49 (0)171 629 50 01


